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plains much of Chaucer's so-called worldliness.
He is speaking of Blanche's innocent kindli-
ness, and how he never knew one less

Harmful, than she was in doing;
and he adds, in words as bold as Milton's own,

I sey nat that she ne had knowing

What was harm; or elles she

Had coud l no good, so thinketh me.

He has little respect for a fugitive and clois-
tered virtue. But if he is, perhaps, over-
ready to plunge into the dust and din of
ordinary life, he never forgets the wonder and
mystery that lie behind the commonplace.
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